
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
                      kicked off the start of another Corvair 
season Saturday with our annual Spring Breakfast 
get together. As the club has evolved and changed, 
so has the first official car meet of the season. As 
you know we used to call this the Pancake 
Breakfast but as times change and club members 
relocate and/or get tied up with other activities, CMI 
has to change and adapt as well. 
This year we met at Gabe’s by the Park in St. Paul 
and had a nice turn out. I didn't get a final count but 
I think we had around 14 people. Three Corvairs 
made the trip as well, Chuck Johnson and Tom 
Quinn's early convertibles were there as well as 
Cara and my '69 coupe. After breakfast we went to 
the Minnesota Transportation Museum for a tour of 
their enormous workshop and blacksmith shop. 
Huge thanks to Dan Quinn for making the 
arrangements with Gabe’s and the MTM. 
It was great to get the Corvair out of storage and on 
the road. In the short ten miles from Jordan to 
Chaska I received several thumbs up and 
approving smiles from people. Hopefully everyone 
has their Corvairs (or Corvettes) out of storage and 
on the road as well. I have always maintained cars 
are meant to be driven and enjoyed. In the latest 
issue of Hemming’s Classic Car, Richard Lentinello 
echoes that same belief in his column. He 
maintains that, while we shouldn't abuse collector 
cars, we should get them out on the road and enjoy 
them. 
The next club event is the Highway Clean up in 
Loretto. Cliff Picht is heading this event (thank you, 
Cliff) so contact him if you are able to participate. 
The date is Saturday, May 9th. There is a rain date  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
if the skies open up. Details are in the SEEL or 
contact Cliff at cap_minn@yahoo.com. 
Our first Drive-in Meeting will be at Cuzzy's in 
Chaska on May 12th. We'll call it a drive-in meeting 
though Cuzzy's is actually an indoor only 
restaurant. You can't tell in May whether it will be 
70 or 40 degrees in the evening. The rest of the 
summer is shaping up nicely though we still have 
an open date for our drive-in meeting in September 
(any ideas?). There was also some discussion on 
driving to Okoboji Museum in Northwest Iowa for an 
August or September run. If anyone is interested in 
taking the lead and planning this, please let me or 
another officer know and we'll get you the 
information. Remember, this is everyone's Corvair 
club and three or four people can't plan everything. 
Get those Corvairs on the road and have fun. 

Stay Tuned,    
 
Lee Knauf    
 

CMI President  
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CORVAIR MINNESOTA 
 

April 14, 2015 
 
The evening began with dinner at the Red Rooster in 
Wayzata.  We were nearly 30 people strong and Caitlyn, 
a new waitress, did a commendable job of keeping us 
supplied with food and drink. 
 
We adjourned to Dave Peterson’s workshop, losing 
about half the dinner attendees.  Gary Nelson held a 
short meeting as Lee had a work conflict.  First, a 
welcome went to Jerome Johnson of Willmar. 
 
Three highlights before the usual business: 
 
 Bob Dunahugh from ICE—Iowa Corvair 
Enthusiasts—attended on his return trip from 
somewhere and is considering displaying his GMC 
motor home and Yenko Stinger at GMCCA this year. 
 
 Jim Becker is visible in the episode of Dallas Car 
Sharks where his Greenbrier was purchased to flip. 
 
 Gayle Quinn sent us home made cream puffs, it 
was fortunate we were on concrete and not the carpet at 
the MUM! 
 
March Minutes:  Approved as written. 
  
Treasurer’s Report:  We have $2415 in our treasury 
currently, 58 paid members.  
 
Recent Activities:   None this month! 
 
Upcoming Activities: 
 
April 25:  Spring Pancake Breakfast:  We will meet at 
Gabe’s in St Paul this year at 9:30, thanks to the efforts 
of Dan Quinn.  We will adjourn to tour the Transportation 
Museum of MN.  Start prepping your Corvairs! 
 
April 25:  Pontiac Car Club Show:  Held at route 65 
Classics is Ham Lake from 9 – 2. 
 
April 30:  Inventors’ Congress:  Minneapolis Convention 
Center 
 
May 3:  Buick Car Club Show. Minnesota State Fair 
Grounds. 
 
May 9:  Adopt a Highway Spring Clean-up.  Meet at 
Dobo’s Restaurant for breakfast, work a little bit, and 
meet back in Dobo’s for dessert!  Back up date is May 
16. 
 
May 12:  May membership meeting at Cuzzy’s in 
Chaska. 
 
May 16:  Adopt a Highway Back-up Date.   
 
May 16:  Willmar Car Show 
 
June 8:  GMCCA Car Show and Swap Meet:  State Fair 
Grounds.  CMI is responsible for our display area, the  

 
 
car corral, and for its second year, hosting the 
“Saturn/Other GM” display to make entrants feel 
welcome and motivated to recruit more of their friends 
for the 2016 event.   
 
ASSIGNMENT:  Please have your kids, grandkids, etc. 
go to Facebook and “LIKE” the GMCCA site.  Check out 
the extensive CMI coverage in the video of last year’s 
show while there.  Also check the new look of the CMI 
website. 
 
June 9:  Membership Meeting. 
 
June 19 – 21:  Back to the 50’s:  State Fair Grounds. 
 
July 24-27:  National CORSA Convention:  Knoxville, 
TN, 743 miles from here and the home of Fast Women 
and Beautiful Horses. Only 3 months remain to complete 
your projects! 
 
July 17:  North St Paul Car Cruise “CORVAIR NIGHT”, 
a new event for CMI.  We will be the featured marque 
thanks to Tom & Dan Quinn!  Details to follow. 
 
Labor Day Weekend:  Track time is available in 
Hastings, Nebraska for $250—which is a bargain.  
Details to follow! 
 
Work Session:  Air Cleaner Clamps Production.  My 
words cannot adequately describe this project where we 
got to hone our grinding and welding skills.  Study the 
pictures and you will see everyone had a good time and 
have another enhancement for our vehicles. 
 
Meeting adjourned at 9:35. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
Chuck Johnson  
 
********************************************* 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
        
 
 
 
 

 
Info:  http://www.corvair.org/2015convention/ 
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2014 Corvairs 



 CORVAIR MINNESOTA IS INVITED! 
  

UltraVan Motor Coach Club Eastern Summer Rally, June 2-6, Rochester, MN. 
 

Come to Rochester.  Camp in the woods (or not).  Eat Hotdish.  Touch a whale. 
 

The rally will be held at Olmsted County’s Chester Woods Park (chesterwoods@co.olmsted.mn.us ), located in 
Southeastern MN on US 14 between Rochester and Eyota.  Camping fee is $30/night plus a one-time park entrance fee 
of $5 for the duration of your stay.  Facilities include level parking pads with electric service in an area shaded with 
mature hardwoods.  A dump station is provided, as are hot showers.  The park surrounds a lake nestled in a wooded 
valley.  It has nice hiking trails, an attractive sand swimming beach, a boat dock and fishing docks.  Outboard motors are 
not permitted (electric trolling motors are ok), making for a sane and peaceful water experience.      
                                                                                    
Activities (As always, the schedule is subject to change to accommodate weather) 
Daily.  Breakfast Coffee & goodies:   (This may be expanded to full cooked breakfasts.  Stay tuned.)  Swimming, boating 
& canoeing.  Attendees will have the use of boating equipment provided by the hosts.  This includes several canoes & 
aluminum fishing boats plus allied equipment to include electric trolling motors. 

Tuesday, June 2.  Welcome Dinner:  Olga and Gary Anderson will provide the evening meal.   BYOB.  (RSVP) 

Wednesday, June 3.  Brief business meeting, followed by Technical Sessions:   Glenn Lemke (engineer, designer and UV 
renovator extraordinaire) will give a presentation on aspects of his stem-to-stern UV rebuild, with focus on his re-
designed suspension.  Club Tech Advisor and fount of knowledge, Jim Davis will be present to answer your questions on 
Ultravans (and Corvairs) and will give a presentation on the SafeGuard spark management system.  David Keillor, 
owner/builder of an outstanding late model Corvair touring coupe, and Fran Schmidt, author of more tech tips than you 
can count, have also been invited to present.   (Fran hasn’t yet committed.  He may be holding out for an honorarium.  
Good luck with that, Fran.)   Also, a Tech Session for spouses.  Details TBA.  Coach Hopping:  Open house.  A chance to 
check out your neighbor’s coach & show off your own.  (If yours isn’t to brag about, don’t worry.  Ours is worse.)  Canoe 
races?  Yes, if there’s time before we leave for the cruise-in car show (free) on the lawn at the Eagles Club, 5pm – 
whenever.   Tap beer, burgers, brats, etc. are available on the patio.  Let’s bring an Ultra Van and some Corvairs!   Did I 
mention they have beer? 

Thursday June 4.  10 am tour of Mayo Clinic followed by lunch at Victoria’s Italian Restaurant and Thursdays on First, a 
weekly street festival and outdoor market of art, craft and food vendors and live entertainment in downtown Rochester.   
Live dance and performing arts featured from 11:30 AM to 12:30 PM.  Music festival performances at 5:00 and 7:00 on 
two stages.  Potluck dinner back at the campground.  Bring your best Tater Tot hot dish or Lime Jell-O Surprise.  Wear 
your tux (or not).   

Friday, June 5.  Friday, June 5.  Tour scenic areas on and near the Mississippi River.   Stops will be chosen from among 
the following:  (1)  L.A.R.K. Toys (one of the “Ten Best Toy Stores in the World, ” according to USA Today) for a ride on a 
hand-carved carousel,  (2) the National Eagle Center in Wabasha for an interpretive program, (3) Nelson Cheese 
Factory, a mandatory ice cream stop for anyone crossing the bridge into Wisconsin, (4)  Elmer’s Auto & Toy Museum on  
Eagle Bluff, the highest point on the Mississippi River Valley.  Elmer’s collections are extensive and the view from the 
bluff top is incredible.  Another alternative is (5) the Minnesota Marine Art Museum, a first-rate collection of maritime 
paintings and sculpture.  Chinese Take-Out Night upon our return?  

Saturday, June 6:  D-Day.   (D, as in Departure.)  Morning coffee & goodies.    (Probably expanded to include cooked 
breakfast.)  Fond goodbyes, followed by “Gentlemen, start your engines.”    
 

Interested?  Contact rally hosts Gary and Olga Anderson @ 507-289-2084  or ganderson8@juno.com for more 
information, including camping recommendations.  Coming?  We hope so!  Please RSVP.   
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Upcoming CMI events: 

May       Apr 30- May 1    Inventor’s Congress Expo (nee: Invention & Idea Show), 10:00– 6:00 Mpls Conv Center 

                                 (http://inspireexpo.org/ )      note:  this is a Thursday and Friday event. 

              03  Spring Extravaganza Car Show and Swap Meet, 7-3, (www.gopherstatebuick.org ) State Fairgrounds 

                    09  Adopt-A-Highway (clean-up)  Dobo’s at 8:00 a.m. (make-up date: May 16) 

          12  Membership meeting –  Cuzzy’s – see directions below  

         16  Adopt a Highway (Back Up Date) 

           16  Willmar Car Show  8:00-3:00  

                    17  First Fifty Auto Parts Sale & Swap Meet, 7-3, State Fairgrounds 

        28  Board of Directors – TBD     

June        07  10,000 Lakes Concours d ’Elegance  10:00-4:00, Excelsior 

       07  GMCCA – State Fairgrounds  9:00-3:00 

       09   Membership meeting -   

       19-21  Back to the 50’s, State Fairgrounds ( www.msra.com )  

       23-27  National CORSA Convention, Knoxville, TN 

       25     Memorial service for Carol Nelson –  

     1:00 visitation;  2:00 service; luncheon to follow 

       25   Board of Directors – TBD 

July        04   Fourth of July Parade, Delano – Post Parade Picnic Peppermint Twist  

        09-12  Iola Old Car Show and Swap Meet (Car club day – Sunday) 

         17-19  Car Craft Summer Nationals Car show,  moved to Wisconsin  

         24-26   Little Log House show, Hastings ( http://www.littleloghouseshow.com ) 

         23-26   Kolacky Days, Montgomery, MN  (Classic car show 7/25; 9 am-3 pm)  

                             ( http://www.montgomerymn.org/kdaycar.html ) 

 

 

 

 

       

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

1st “Drive-in” meeting: 

Cuzzy’s 

2880 Chaska Blvd 

Chaska   6:30 p.m. 

Tuesday, May 12th 
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CMI ClassifiedsClassifiedsClassifiedsClassifieds 
    

         ***************************************** 
 

 
New:  Engine electrical harness, ball joints, Pertronix 
ignition; headers (110 and 140); custom exhaust; Wallen 
rebuilt starters generators and alternators; mufflers; rebuilt 
flywheels; new belly pan for late; crank and rod bearings. 
Used parts:  complete engines, transmissions, 
differentials:  call for parts – I have a large inventory. 
Also:  1969 110hp engine (runs great, sealed & pretty) 
Rare – aftermarket tube style early air grill 
– Solid flywheel  

I also offer full time Corvair repair 
Gary Nelson   612-866-3247 or cell: 612-644-1258 
 

         ***************************************** 
 

Wanted: Looking for a “fixer – upper” Greenbrier or van.  
Ken Laursen phone 612-735-8955 or:   
rockabillyrebel61@yahoo.com   
 

         ***************************************** 
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1964 Monza Coupe, in very good condition, no rust, 
repainted by MAACO, 110 HP, Power Glide, new tires, 
recent brake system overhaul by Gary Nelson of CMI. 
Howard (Bud) Brady 952-891-4790          
 

 

         ***************************************** 
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Corvair Repair In Minnesota 

Your Place or Mine 

Part Time Casual, Off Season Is Best 

Mobile Service, Trailering Service, Reasonable Rates 

CORSA, Corvair Minnesota and SCCA Member 

Jim Brandberg 
2214 - 293 ½ Av. NW, Isanti, MN  55040 

763-444-9334                           jimbrandberg@aol.com 

Part Cleaning 

Soda Blasting, Sand Blasting 

Powder coating 
 

Vince Rohr                    
vincerohr@hotmail.com 
 

 

 

 
 

A note from Life Member Gary Nelson: 

 

“My family and I want to thank you all for the cards for Carol – we appreciate it a lot.” 
 

The following arrangements have been made:  The funeral will be held Thursday, June 25
th

 at Mt Olivet Lutheran Church at 

7150 Rolling Acres Road in Victoria.  Visitation will be at 1:00 p.m.; Service at 2:00 and luncheon will follow at Julie and Bret 

Meridith’s home at 1041 74
th

 Street, Victoria.  (Maps will be in next month’s SEEL.) 



WEBSITE:              http://www.corvairminnesota.com/  
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Lee Knauf                                                                Fran Schmit                 

1340 Broadview Ave                 3370 Library Lane           

Chaska, MN     55318-1704                         St. Louis Park, MN   

952.448.6983             55426-4224 

vairy69@comcast.net                                           952.929.9174 

TREASURER                                    schmfran@hotmail.com 

Ray Alexander                                                     CLUB WEAR 

901 Woodlawn Ct                                                        Bill Cook 
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rd

 St SE 
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THE LEEKY SEEL 

3370 Library Lane      

St. Louis Park, MN  55426-4224 
TEMP – RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

         

 

 

 

 

Spot a ‘Vair 
 

The Ultra Van is a unique motor home. 

Powered by a Corvair engine and 

transaxle, it was designed by David 

Peterson (a professional aircraft 

designer) in the early sixties. These 

units were produced in limited quantities 

by Ultra, Inc. of Hutchinson, Kansas 

until June of 1970. 

 

The 1
st
 Drive in meeting is 

at Cuzzy’s – see you there 

CMI is a non-profit corporation, chartered 
with The CORVAIR Society of America.  Send 
CORVAIR Minnesota’s $20.00 annual dues, 
payable by Jan 01, to the CMI Treasurer.  
Membership in CORVAIR Minnesota entitles 
you to the monthly newsletter, “The Leeky 
Seel”, with free ads for members, a club 
window sticker, discounts on club activities, 
information on parts availability, and good 
advice on the preservation and enjoyment of 
the CORVAIR automobile….  Yeah! 


